LATENT MEANING  OF ELLIPTICAL DISTORTION
Therefore we laugh from pleasure at having saved
inhibitory energy.
However, we do not want to treat of the psycho-
genesis of wit, but only of the special technique of
omission. I should say that the latent meaning of
omission technique, or elliptical distortion, is that
it aims at the removal of an object. The omission
is tantamount to expressing an unconscious desire
to eliminate or kill the person in question. The
technical device of omission corresponds to a
successful psychic effort to dispose utterly of a hated
object (or a hated institution which lias become
symbolized in a person).
To illustrate this connection between a technique
and its latent content, we shall have to go far
afield. Psycho-analytical literature has not yet
appreciated how common it is for the psyche to
utilize successfully a certain technique or form to
express its hidden content. As Freud has shown,
the dreamer often employs a similar technique
when he reports his dream and conceals a part of
its latent content by the device of a comment or
a judgement. Often the truth of the dream con-
tent is secreted in just such a casual matter of form.
In the same manner, ideational mimicry serves to
express the ideation content, as Freud has described
in his section on " Ideational Mimicry.3'*
We therefore rest in the belief that we have
proved the hidden connection between the use of
the elliptic distortion technique in obsessions and
in wit, as well as the connection between this
technique and the specific content of the omitted
material. Our thesis is that the omission must be
a manifestation of the suppressed tendency to